
Israeli - Palestinian Peace 

A presentation at how to 
fail at it

*some photos by Guy Eisner



What is going on?

A struggle between two national liberation movements 
for the control of a slice of this planet



Who's Fighting?

Their parents, and it's ugly

*photo (not) by Guy Eisner



Who's trying to gain what?

Two State Solution One State Solution
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Why do they fight?

Jews deserve a country in 
the only place in the world  
they have continuously 
lived in for more than 
4,000 years 

Declaration of Independence (1948) 

The population that pre-
dated 1917 has the only 
rightful claim over the area 
known as Palestine 

PLO Charter (1964)



¸ The status quo 
changed (Muslim rule  
gone).

¸ Jews could travel 
freely to the land 
(1917 - 1939).

¸ For the first time in 
2,000 years that land 
wasn't ruled by an 
empire.

Why 1917?

*photo (not) by Guy Eisner



Jews rejoined their own

Main cities included:

¸ Jerusalem

¸ Hebron

¸ Sefad

¸ Tiberias

Towns with Jewish populace before 1917



Jews jump start the economy, many 
Arabs followed for labour

http://www.mideastweb.org/palpop.htm

1922 Census 1931 Census 1945 Survey
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Britain had a "caretaker" mandate



The Arab leadership rejected this 
proposal

After years of civil war 
(1921 - 1947), with 
32,000 killed...

two states, Jewish and 
Arab were proposed by 
the UN.



The 5 Arab armies are beaten back

¸ 1949 comes along, 
26,000 people are 
dead.

¸ Israel is established, 
half of Jerusalem the 
West Bank and Gaza 
are now occupied by 
Egypt and Jordan



The Bad

¸ 750,000 Arab  
refugees. 

¸ 920,000 Jewish 
refugees from across 
the Arab world

¸ Rest of Palestine  
occupied by Jordan 
and Egypt

¸ Refugees placed in 
camps (Arabs, not 
absorbed)



The Good
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No af f iliation

¸ Israel is a full 
Democracy  
(10% of parliament 
are Arabs)

¸ No official 
religion

¸ Arabic and 
Hebrew, official 
languages

¸ 65% aren't 
religiously 
observant

*photos (not) by Guy Eisner... we're getting there.



The Ugly

The ongoing refusal to 
accept Israel's 
existence results in:

¸ Wars (10 of them, 74,000 
military deaths)

¸ Terrorism (4,000 Israeli 
dead)

¸ Anti terrorism (5,000 Arab 
civilians dead)

¸ Arab infighting (30,000 
civilians and military)



Chief Issues Today

¸ Right of Israel to exist

¸ Refugees

¸ Jerusalem

¸ Borders



Right of Israel to Exist

*photo by Guy Eisner

I'm an atheist, 
Jew and 

founder of 
modern Zionism

Why won't they 
acknowledge a 
Jewish state?

¸ Jews are just a 
religion 

¸ Zionism is racism

¸ The Jews are 
European



Who are Zionists?



So where are we stuck?

¸ Until 3 weeks ago there 
was a moderate 
Palestinian government in 
place since 2007.  

¸ No negotiations on 
account of lost confidence.

¸ One state "solution" being 
promoted.

¸ Palestinian autonomy unity 
government with Hamas.

¸ Negotiations need to jump 
start.

¸ Why is September bad?

ñInjust a few years, all the Zionists and
the settlers will realize that their arrival in
Palestine was for the purpose of the great
massacre, by means of which Allah wants
to relieve humanity of their evil.ò

http://bit.ly/freedom-fighter-quote  



Why the One State?
NO NO NO

NO NO NO

2000 20081967

1936 19471917



One State Bashing Points

¸ Land ownership

¸ Suffering implies 
morality

¸ Colonialism


